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are more beggars about.    There's one coming
now. . . .

But there comes Penjami, too, the flagon under
one arm and five stout loaves under the other.
Ollila has never yet sent a hot loaf to Nikkila
from any of his bakings; he seems to be making
up for it now. Again Penjami's glowing appari-
tion fills the doorway, and the newly arrived
beggars look longingly at the bread in the belief
that it is intended for distribution. But Penjami
takes his loaves and the flagon to the cupboard.
Costly articles, though this time he had got them
remarkably easily; he hadn't even needed to
ask for them. But now the farm deeds are at
Ollila. To Penjami it is as though a crushing
weight had been removed from him; his shiver-
ing has given way to a pleasant heat. Now for a
lie down in bed.

cc Isn't the master going to give a fellow-pauper
anything, seeing he's been helped?" asked the
Northerner who had been in the house since
yesterday.

Penjami, who had not noticed the beggars, is
now reminded of them.

" I'll show you fellow-pauper! "

He staggered to his feet and looked around him
for a weapon. Fever, drink and the feeling of
liberation brought on by a desperate decision
have aroused the old spirit in him. His heart
glows: drink in the cupboard and an opportunity